o suspension-of three’ of 1ts emp[oyees for

. Chlna demes it sought
' secrets on electrlc cars -
' from ench automaker

 BYDAVID JOLLY ..
_AND MATTHL‘W SALTMARSH

“The : French cazmakex Renau[t sa1d '
: : Tuesday thatit was pxepaungacnmmal :
... complaint alleging spying on its electric -
-vehicle, ‘program that-has br ought the -

serious misconduct, - .
The: annouucement came as Beumg -
1esponded for the first time to- ‘allega-

~tions made by a French Tawmaker thata -

. -Chmese entity thad: used Renault em—

--ponees to.carry: ‘out industrial: espio-

~‘nage on'the program, A Chinese official -~ "Ma

B saldthecharges were ‘‘baseless” .

*Renault will formally :initiate - egaI_ s

__pmceedmg,s Wednesday, and *Sfrom

_-that point; the matter. will be in. the
~handsof justice,” it said i inastatement, .

Because of the sensitive nature of the

¥ case the investigation: ‘will:very likely -

- “be handled by the D.C.RIL., the’ “French
' domeetxc mtelhgence or; gamzatlon

.= 'Earlier Toesday, Renault held d1sc1p-'
o ImanymtelV1ewsw1ththetlneeemploy—'

- ees it suspended last week in connection

- 'with the "affair The:hearings; held: at.
) Renaultsheadqualtels near Paris, are -
- part of a process that could lead 1o the

dlsmlssal of the'men this week

. Thibault :de Montbiial, a’ Jawyer for'
©.one ‘of the suspended employees, Mat- .~

‘. thieu Tenenbaum, a foi'mer deputy direc-

-+ torof Renault’s electric veh;cle program, : -
_saidcompany executives at the heari g -
 +told his client - who maintains his i mno- ;-

- cence —that they hadacted based on m
: formatlon inan anonymous letter.

s 41t was stated on this. letter. that M: -
: Tenenbamn mlght have comrmtted i

some w1ongdomg ‘o1 bribery
Montbnai safd. 8o “he asked,
.- much;what'bank, who paid?:And they
sa1d *no comment So for Mt Tenen—

! ‘how

doesn’t know what" he's - actuallyac- -

cused of;* Mr,'de Monthrial said.He is -
3atthe disposal of the Erench justice sys— :
-tem now, he just wants it to be quick.?:

baum the mghtmate goes on; he still o

_'saymg that China is behind

“We thmk that some people -

this case is totally baseless

= Xavier Thouvenin, & lawyerfor anoth— R R

er of the: ‘accused, Michel Balthazaid a

. memberof the ‘Renault nanagement
_-hoard,said - company ' executives. had
- spoken of ribesin the hearing, which his :'
client “denies totally,” buthad provided
- no other details-of the charges. “He’s
= confused by this - he’s: defm:tely a vie-
“tifmin this” Mr. Thouvemn said of hig cli- - /By
ent, who expectstoreceive a ter mmatmn :
L of employmentlettex thisweek. i 0 _
 Renault; along with ‘Nissan” Mot01 1ts i
Japanese affiliate, s pushmg toward *
- mass production'of afull rangeof electric -
: _veh:cles Itis mvestmg £4'biltion, or 35.2
- hillion,"in ‘the- project;:and-hopés to be— » . h
-come the pacesettei inthe teclmology
:Earlier Tuesday, an:official in Beumg N
~denied any Chinese involvement in: the
case-after;the French dafly: newspaper - joi
Le'Figaro: reported that two of the'sus :

pended empfoyees had recewed money

ficials heheved_ :

t ] Hong
saymg at a tegulal news

arty,said Friday that

avmg a major
nd.the: affalr




